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made by Houtton-Labilliardiere.1) He found the ratio of carbon
to hydrogen to be five to eight, the same that was later esta-
blished for all hemiterpenes, terpenes, sesquiterpenes and poly-
terpenes.

Attention has already been called to the crystalline deposits
that had been observed in the course of several centuries. These
were mostly considered as identical with ordinary camphor be-
cause like it they were volatile, soluble in alcohol and fatty oils,
and burned with a smoky flame. Only in a few instances,
however, had these deposits been proven to be identical with
camphor. Berzelius,2) therefore, argued against the indiscriminate
generic use of the term camphor.

"Several writers have applied the term camphor to all solid volatile
oils. Thus a well known term of a commonly used substance has been given
a different meaning from the one of long standing. Because of this dis-
advantage I felt myself constrained to disregard entirely this use of the word
camphor."

In its place he suggested the use of the term stearoptene
(from GTtaQ, tallow, and /rnpw, volatile). He pointed out the
analogy existing between volatile and fatty oils in so far as they
can be a mixture of several oils having different congealing
points. Thus oils may, under favorable circumstances, be separa-
ted into an oil which is solid at ordinary temperature, the
stearoptene, and one which is liquid at low temperatures, the
elaoptene (from &LUOV, oil, and jmyvov, volatile.3)

The result of this was that the solid deposits from volatile
oils were thereafter designated alternately stearoptene as well
as camphor. Up to this day the misuse of the term camphor
has not ceased as becomes apparent from such words as cedar
camphor, cubeb camphor, juniper camphor, etc.

Soubeiran and Capitaine*) made matters even worse by
applying the term "liquid camphor" to the liquid hydrogen-chloride
addition products of the terpenes. After it had been shown that
true camphor contained oxygen, the term camphor in its generic
sense was also applied to other oxygenated constituents of
volatile oils though they were liquid.
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